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MINUTES 
STATE HEALTH FACILITIES COUNCIL 

AUGUST 17, 2011 
IOWA LABORATORY FACILITY 

CONFERENCE CENTER, ROOM 208 
DMACC CAMPUS, ANKENY 

 
I. 9:30 AM ROLL CALL 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Bill Thatcher, Chairperson, Bob Lundin, Roberta Chambers and 
Vergene Donovan. 
MEMBER ABSENT:  Marc Elcock 
STAFF PRESENT:  Barb Nervig; Heather Adams, Counsel for the State 
 
II. PROJECT REVIEW 
 

1. Stonehill Franciscan Services, Dubuque, Dubuque County:  Build 16-bed Chronic 
Confusion and Dementing Illness (CCDI) unit – $1,751,866. 
 
Staff report by Barb Nervig.  The applicant was represented by Ed McIntosh of Dorsey and 
Whitney; Sister Bertha Bonert, administrator and Rachel Wall, social worker.  The applicant 
made a presentation and answered questions posed by the Council.  
 
A motion by Lundin, seconded by Chambers, to enter the floor plan, presented in support of oral 
testimony, into the record carried 4-0. 
 
No affected parties appeared at the hearing. 
 
A motion by Lundin, seconded by Donovan, to Grant a Certificate of Need carried 3-1.  
Chambers voted no. 
 

2. Community Memorial Health Center, Hartley, O’ Brien County:  Add 3 nursing facility 
beds in existing space – No cost. 
 
Staff report by Barb Nervig.  The applicant was represented by Ed McIntosh of Dorsey & 
Whitney; Jeannine Bunge, administrator; LesLee Stanley, director of nursing; and Kerrie Macy, 
social worker.  The applicant made a presentation and answered questions posed by the Council.  
 
A motion by Chambers, seconded by Donovan, to enter the floor plan, presented in support of 
oral testimony, into the record carried 4-0. 
 
No affected parties appeared at the hearing. 
 
A motion by Donovan, seconded by Chambers, to Grant a Certificate of Need carried 4-0.   
 

3. Parkridge Nursing & Rehab Center, Pleasant Hill, Polk County:  Replace a 74-bed 
facility, adding 16 nursing facility beds – originally: $9,396,582; amended to: $10,947,165. 
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Staff report by Barb Nervig.  The applicant submitted revised pages to the application last Friday.  
These pages show a revised floor plan, adding approximately 5,000 square feet which increased 
the cost to $10,947,165.  The number of beds and services did not change.  The applicant feels 
this floor plan maximizes cost efficiencies while adding necessary therapy and common area 
space.   
 
A motion by Chambers, seconded by Lundin, to accept the amendment to the original application 
carried 4-0. 
 
The applicant was represented by Ken Watkins of Davis Law, Mike McDaniel of Care Initiatives 
and Ben Champ, director of development for the City of Pleasant Hill.  The applicant made a 
presentation and answered questions posed by the Council.  
 
No affected parties appeared at the hearing. 
 
A motion by Chambers, seconded by Donovan, to Grant a Certificate of Need carried 3-1.  
Lundin voted no. 
 

4. River Hills Village of Keokuk, Keokuk, Lee County:  Build an addition, adding 26 
nursing facility beds -- $2,394,800. 
 
Staff report by Barb Nervig.  The applicant requested that the review of this proposal be delayed 
to the next meeting of the Council, scheduled for October 19, 2011.  This request was received 
within 24 hours of the August 17, 2011 meeting; therefore the agenda was not amended. 
 
III. EXTENSIONS OF PREVIOUSLY APPROVED PROJECTS: 
 

1. Oakview, Inc., Conrad, Grundy County:  Convert 8 residential care beds to 8 nursing 
facility beds -- $500,700.  

 
Staff reviewed the progress on this project.  A motion by Lundin, seconded by Chambers to 
Grant a one year extension carried 4-0 
 

2. Bethany Home, Dubuque, Dubuque County:  Add 12 nursing facility beds for CCDI 
unit - $1,716,712. 

 
Staff reviewed the progress on this project.  A motion by Chambers, seconded by Donovan to 
Grant a four-month extension carried 4-0 

 
3. Trinity Regional Medical Center, Fort Dodge, Webster County:  Establish radiation 

therapy services through purchase of linear accelerator and CT simulator - $5M 
 
Staff reviewed the progress on this project.  A motion by Donovan, seconded by Chambers to 
Grant a one year extension carried 4-0 
 
IV. REQUESTS FOR DETERMINATION OF NON-REVIEWABILITY AND THE 
 DEPARTMENT’S RESPONSE  
The purpose of the Council’s review under this portion of the agenda is to determine whether it 
affirms the Department’s determination that a project is or is not subject to review under Iowa 
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Code chapter 135.  The Council reviewed the Department’s determination as to whether a project 
is exempt from review. 
 

1. Mercy Medical Center—Cedar Rapids, Cedar Rapids, Linn County:  Request for 
reconsideration of the November 10, 2010 vote of the Council regarding the Department’s 
determination of non-reviewability to extend the hospital license to provide outpatient surgical 
services in North Liberty. 
 
Staff report by Barb Nervig provided a chronology of the correspondence in this matter.  Mercy 
Medical Center was represented by Ed McIntosh of Dorsey & Whitney.  Doug Gross of Brown 
Winick was present representing St. Luke’s Hospital.  Tom Peffer of Shuttleworth and Ingersoll 
and Kevin Hemmers were present representing Surgery Center of Cedar Rapids.  All parties 
present were given an opportunity to speak. 
 
A motion by Chambers, seconded by Donovan, to deny reconsideration of the November 10, 
2010 vote of the Council, carried 4-0. 

 
2. Iowa City Cancer Treatment Center , Iowa City, Johnson County:  Change location of 

private practice office that provides outpatient radiation therapy services.  
 

Staff report by Barb Nervig.  Dr. Hamed Tewfik and Chuck Larson were present representing 
Iowa City Cancer Treatment Center.  A motion by Lundin, seconded by Chambers, to support the 
Department’s determination carried 4-0. 

 
3. Decatur County Hospital, Leon, Decatur County:  Replacement of critical access hospital 

on the hospital campus with no additional beds or new services. 
 
Staff report by Barb Nervig.  Ed McIntosh of Dorsey & Whitney was present for Decatur County 
Hospital.  A motion by Lundin, seconded by Donovan, to support the Department’s 
determination carried 4-0. 
 

4. Greene County Medical Center, Jefferson, Greene County:  Modernization of critical 
access hospital with no additional beds or new services 
 
Staff report by Barb Nervig.  A motion by Donovan, seconded by Lundi, to support the 
Department’s determination carried 4-0. 
 
IV. APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING (APRIL 2011) 
 
A motion by Chambers, seconded by Donovan, to approve the minutes of the April 12, 2011 
meeting passed by voice vote. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 2:10 PM. 
 
The next meeting of the council will be Wednesday, October 19, 2011. 
The Council set the following meeting for Wednesday, April 4, 2012. 
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