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Services for Children
Background
Based on national statistics, every year approximately 120 children will be born in Iowa with a
congenital hearing loss. Another one to three children per 1,000 will be diagnosed with a progressive or
late onset hearing loss each year. Hearing loss can affect a child’s ability to develop speech, language,
and social skills. Eighty percent of a child’s ability to learn speech, language and related cognitive
skills is established by the time the child is thirty-six months of age, and hearing is vitally important
to the healthy development of such language skills. The earlier a child who is deaf or hard-of-hearing
obtains support services, the more likely the child’s speech, language, and social skills will reach their
full potential.

Issue
Iowa law requires universal newborn hearing screening. The goal of the universal hearing screening of
all newborns and infants in Iowa is early detection of hearing loss to allow children and their families
the opportunity to obtain early intervention services. Research has concluded that if children who are
ERUQZLWKDKHDULQJORVVDUHLGHQWL¿HGE\VL[PRQWKVRIDJHDQGDUHJLYHQDSSURSULDWHLQWHUYHQWLRQ
WKH\GHPRQVWUDWHVLJQL¿FDQWO\KLJKHUODQJXDJHVNLOOVWKHQFKLOGUHQLGHQWL¿HGDIWHUVL[PRQWKVRIDJH
Furthermore, these infants also will develop emotionally and socially alike (National Institutes of
Health, 2001; 2006) to infants with normal hearing. The Center for Disease Control and Prevention has
estimated the lifetime cost to the public for a child with hearing loss is over $400,000. These costs are
mostly due to special education services (Honeycutt et al., 2004). That being said, children are being
LGHQWL¿HGDWD\RXQJDJHWKH\KDYHPHGLFDOLQVXUDQFHEXWWKHLUSODQGRHVQRWFRYHUWKHFRVWRIKHDULQJ
aids. Research shows at least 40 percent of children with a hearing loss need insurance coverage for
hearing aids (National Center for Hearing Assessment and Management, 2010). For some families,
SXUFKDVLQJKHDULQJDLGVLVD¿QDQFLDOKDUGVKLSDQGIDPLOLHVDUHOHIWIDFHGZLWKWRXJKGHFLVLRQV

Legislative Action
TwentyIRXU states have passed legislation to require insurance coverage for hearing aids for children and
seven VWDWHVZLWKOHJLVODWLRQLQSURFHVV5HTXLUHPHQWVIRUKHDOWKEHQHILWVSODQVYDU\VWDWHE\VWDWHIRUDJHV
FRYHUHGDPRXQWRIFRYHUDJHEHQHILWSHULRGDQGSURYLGHUTXDOLILFDWLRQV7KHUDQJHLQFRVWZDVWR
FHQWVSHUmember per health plan, and the amount covered by plans ranged from $1,000 to unlimited.
There is no law in Iowa which requires hearing aid coverage for children. Instead, since 2007, the Iowa
legislature has appropriated between $160,000 to $220,000 to the Iowa Department of Public Health to pay
for hearing aids and/or audiological services for children who are not covered by health insurance.
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Legislative Action

(continued)

Continued from page 1
)XQGLQJIRU1ZDVDSSURYHGWKURXJKDQDSSURSULDWLRQ  E\WKH/HJLVODWXUHGXULQJ
WKHODVWOHJLVODWLYHVHVVLRQ 20 $VLQ\HDUVSDVWIXQGVZHUHOLPLWHGWKHUHIRUHFODLPVZHUH
SURFHVVHGRQDILUVWFRPHILUVWVHUYHEDVLVDQGFRQVLGHUHGDVDSD\RURIODVWUHVRUW

Iowa Program Data
'XULQJ WKH ILVFDO\HDU HQGLQJ -XQH 21 ,RZD WD[SD\HUV VSHQW 38,377 WR SURYLGH KHDULQJ DLGV
DFFHVVRULHVDQGDXGLRORJLFDOVHUYLFHV HJGLDJQRVWLFWHVWLQJ WR86,RZDFKLOGUHQ7KHIROORZLQJWDEOHV
provide averages for claim payments, the ages of children served, and the insurance status of those
children served through this program.
Averages Derived from the 201 Claim Payments
Number of claims processed
Gross dollars paid
Refunds for LQVXUDQFHpayments
Refunds from prior years

9
38,377
1355
($0)

Total number of children served during FY

86

Average number of claims for served children

7

Average dollars paid per child

$1,60903

Average dollars paid per claim

504.10

7KLVWRWDOGRHVQRWLQFOXGHFODLPVSURFHVVLQJIHHV
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Net Claim Payment by Age
Age

Children Served

Percent

Dollars Paid

0-

9

0%

$3,837.70



9

0%

3,837.70

6-10

9

34

47,048.18



5

30

41,513.10

16-20

14

16

22,140.32

Insurance as Reported on their 201 Application Form
The following chart illustrates the insurance status of children served under the Hearing Aids and
Audiological Services program.

98 percent of children
eligible for this program
had medical coverage at
the time of enrollment
although most policies did
not cover the costs for
hearing aids or
audiological services.
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